
THE PRESIDENCY

The activities in this unit are designed to help your students understand the office of the
President. Each activity can be used independently so you may choose those which fit your lesson
plans and time schedule as well as your students' interests and abilities. 
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Name: _____________________________________    Class: ______________________  Period: ____

From George Washington to George W. Bush, the 43 men who have served as pres-
ident have each taken their own unique path to the White House. 

14 were Vice-Presidents before becoming President. Write Vice-President
after their names.

9 were Governors of states before becoming President. Write Governor
after their names and the initials of the state.

6 were military heroes before becoming President. Write Military Hero
after their names.

4 were Senators before becoming President. Write Senator after their names.

What was the path of the remaining 10?

SAMPLE

DO NOT

REPRODUCE
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Name: _____________________________________    Class: ______________________  Period: ____

You are the President. Health care has reached a crisis
in the United States. Here are the problems:

1. Health care costs have been rising by 10-15% a
year.

2. Millions of people are unable to afford health
insurance or prescription drugs. 

3. Employers are unable to afford coverage for their
employees.

4. Every year medicare costs take a large percent-
age of the federal budget.

How do you plan to solve the health care crisis. 

Your Presidential tools include:

• Moral Suasion
An action suggested by the president without an
attempt to compel compliance.  An attempt to per-
suade others to follow a certain policy using the
prestige of the office.

• Fiscal Policy
The use of the federal government's spending and
revenue producing activities to achieve specific
objectives in the economy. 

Revenue producing activities could include both
taxation and borrowing. Spending would include
the issuing of government contracts. 

Keep in mind that medicare is a non-discretionary
item in the federal budget.

• Legislation
The President is the nation’s Chief Legislator.

• Your veto power

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Name: _____________________________________    Class: ______________________  Period: ____

Illinois Governor Richard Clayton is one of seven candidates run-
ning for the Republican nomination for President. During one of
the primary debates, the following pledges were made by the can-
didates. 

First decide if the pledge could be made based on the Constitution
and current law and then explain why or why not.

1. Edward Schafer: "In the Senate I could only vote against new taxes, but as President I can guarantee it to the
American people. My veto power will make certain that a Democratic tax and spend Congress will never raise your
taxes during my administration.”

Can this be true? Yes ___     No ___ : ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Barbara Anderson: “As chief executive I promise to run the country for the many and not the few. As chief leg-
islator, I will propose laws that protect American jobs. As chief diplomat I will negotiate treaties with other nations
that protect American jobs rather than ship them over seas.” 

Can this be true? Yes ___     No ___ : ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

3. Richard Clayton: “The day after my inauguration, I will direct the Internal Revenue Service to lower all indi-
vidual federal income tax rates by 10% across the board. This will increase the amount of money every American
worker gets to keep and spend for themselves. As consumer spending grows new jobs will be created.”

Can this be true? Yes ___     No ___ : ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

4. Charles Becker: "As commander and chief, I will never allow American troops to be placed under the command
of the United Nations."

Can this be true? Yes ___     No ___ : ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

5. Margaret Strohmayer: “I believe adequate health care is a right of all citizens. When elected, I will propose a
26th Amendment to the Constitution making health care a right of every American equal to those expressed in the
Bill of Rights. I believe two-thirds of the members of Congress will agree and will vote to ratify this amendment
making it part of the Constitution.”

Can this be true? Yes ___     No ___ : ___________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

SAMPLE

DO NOT

REPRODUCE


